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Gather up the Wi that rexpain, that nothing be loſt. 


Anton, cups Deo placere? ora: & adm orare non poters, ma- 
| ___ nib lahora;, & ſemper aliquid facito, Aug. ad Fratres in 
Eremo. QOIid- 17s 
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'TO THE 


READER. 


OE  Erther in bope of _ nor 
EEWDd  reſpef? of my on day, I freely 
preſent theſe few papers, to-the pleaſure of 
the caſual Reader © raving his pardon, 
leſt haply for a moment;I-may divert his eyes 
from better  employments; or trouble his 
thoughts mth leſs pertinent notions: 

Poeticall licenſe 15 on my fide, SCribi- 
mus indoCti,&:. 1 will go no further 
with the verſe ; becauſe i mn thuſe two words l 
am concluded. 

I bold Socrates ( byhis favour ) an- | 
Erhnuk-beretick, for his criticall reſolu- 
tion,n0! zo pritg at all,; -—_ be could not 


= * 

2 

mute E: 

= 
> 
% Us - 
See Are, 
, a RIES. 


Socr. Schol. 


To the Reader. 
mrite (0 well as be would, T rather comply 
wth the Novatian Biſbop Sifinnius ( "4 
not mn bis þ-orefie ) who beg aked mby he © 
bathed himſelf twice in a day ? anſwered, be- 
cauſe I cannot dy it thrice. And I have en- 
aenvoured this third time to do thus much ; 

becauſe as yet 1 can an no more_. 
W batfoever azfeets appear m the fol- 
Ifig Diſcourſe, this 1 dare give under my 
jand, - that the Authour intended well to all 


parties : to the King, and ſubjeits, Church, 


and State. And I would to God, that every 


tongue and pen at this day going within His 


Majeſues Domimons ( the reſpettive Ex- 
cellencies of their parts only excepted ) were 


ſuch as theſe of 


Eaſt Dearham. Norft. 
+ Octob. To - 1663. 


FOHN WINTER, 


EC 1 2 
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ORATIO, FESTINATIO. 
Prayer 1s good ſpeed. 


& P . td he. > {SM 
p TY wigs Io * 
- EF 
S . 


I Moſt glorious Cop, and moſ pracious Father, 
| a1liſt theſe my endeavours, .and compl-at-my 
{ labours, For thy own fake crown thy own 
(| Eifts2. tor thy mercy ſake pardon my offer:c:s. 

I cannot do the good I would, . mvch leis the 
good | fhou!d: and the eyill | would not;that 
art a God, who accepteſt the-will for the deed ; 
ard granteſt toihy iervants, both to will and to do of thy good 
pleaſure. q 

O eternall Son and moſt bleſſed: Saviour, inſtru and inable 
wie the leaſt of thy Miniſters, and the greateſt of ſinners, to 
do ſomething relating to thy glory, conducing to the good of 
thy Church, and the diſcharge of my own duty. For not one- 
ly myown heart by_wofull experience, but thy ſacred Word 
_ mee; that without thee thy beſt ſeryants can do no-: 
thing. 

O bleſſed Spirit, Godof truth, and corrforter of thy Church, 
ſtrengthen mee in theſe my undertakings. For thou art the 
ſame from all eternity; and of old time, holy men of God 
ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. 

O Holy,Bleſſed and Glorious Trinity, three Perſons and one 
God, prompt and guide mee, SanRifie mee through thy crath: 
thy Wordis truth. Thou baſt putit in my heart to be inditing_. 
of good matters; and now let mee freely ſpeak the thir gs;] bave 
made unto my heavenly King. As thy ſervant David's rongue 
was the pen ofa ready Wricer ; ſo make my pen the tongue of a 
divine Oratour : thar the meditations of my hearr, the words 
of my mouth; and the works of my bands may be ever accep- 
zable in-thy Gght, O Lord my.ſitength and--my Redeemer. 


Amen. © 


Mirpouo ods Spores 


% 


Pſal. 139. 13+ 


Mixporoguey uns. 
Man a little World. 


E Bo Great Gov having made the Great World of other 
things, was pleaſed todraw a Map of it in theduſt : And 
ſo he formed Adam, and out of him Eve; the work of the 
ſixch day, and a. compendium of the labours of the other five.” 

And now behold a petty walking World; the Ccoleſtiall 
and Terrcſtriall Globes united in a little creature, the line of 
whoſe life is but a ſpan long, Here is Heaven and Earthina 
ſma'l volame; ſoul and body conſtituting one individuall per- 
ſon: the ſpiric bciog like a noble Gueſt in a homely Cotrtag?, a 
diamond immur'd 1n clay, and a ſpark obſcur'd in aſhes. In 
this divine creature ſhines this image of the Creator, a trinity 
inunity; underitanding, will, and memory. Praiſe thou the 
Lord O my ſoul, and forget not all bis benefics, TP 

Nor ought we to paſs by the corporeall fabrick without won- 
der. As we mult not admire the {cabberd,and deſpiſe the blade: 
ſo wc ought not co underyalue the ſcabberd, which conteyns che 
blade. David made chis refletion upon his bodily ſtruQture, 
1am fearfully, and Wwonderfully maac. Os homini ſublime de- 
dit, &c. - 

The ereRed figure of Mars building, gives him a praemi. 
nerce above the groveling brutes , t:aching tim to look to- 
wards hcaven,and to walk upcightly. Howbeir, ict him not in- 
ſlr too much upon his mother, ror forge: whence the viſible 
part of hiiin was taken, ard whither 1c muli return, I 

The four wranglirg Brother. El-mients 1n this mortil[body, 
by a diſcording concord hold our the Qender chrid of Gur life , 
untill ambicious prxdomivancy ( which ſpoileth all bodies na- 
tural and politick ) confoundeth du? propertion, and by farall 
diſtempers rclapſeth us into our ancient Chaos. Ig 

In the'mean time (though buc for a ſhort:iime) Man is a 
new and old Exchange of > - hm Whardoye lack? Hereisin 


this little pack of Wares all that ye canask or think of : trea- 
ſures, plgaſures, wiſdom, prudence, folly, madneſs, health, 
{ickneſs, 


| (3) * 
ſickneſs, joy, grief, hope, deſpair, riches, poverty, honour, 
ſhame, glory and miſery. I need nat ſpeak of the outſfide 
ornaments, pride, and brayery : for they ſhew themſelves, 
Thus the ſaying of che dying Emperour Severus, may now by ej, Spur. 
many a perſon juſtly be taken up ; Omnia fi, & nibil miks pro» | 
deſt, I have been all things, and nothing profits me, 

And that Man is not called a little world in yain; the world 
of ſeveralland antipathetick diſpoſi:ions of men declare. One 
is aiery and pleaſant as a Lark, and hath learned to fing as well 
falling, as riſing , another is aschollerick as a Dog, a third as 
meck asa Lamb; a fourth as fierceas a Typger; a fifthas icls as an 
Ape, andaſixth as filthy and ſluggiſh as aSwine. 

Oid Iſrael's Jury of ſuns make good this yerdiR, in the yarji- 
ety of hieroglyphicall liveries, put vpon them by their dying 
prophetick facher. Rexben is water, for his incontinency, Gent 49- 
anl inſtability ; Simeon and Levi fire and ſword, inſtruments 
of cruelty; Jadab a Lyon; Zabulon a baven for ſhips, 1ſſa- 
char ( the piture of an Engliſh man inthe late times of war, 
0: in the preſent diverſity of opinions) a ſtrong Aſs couching 
b:zween two burthens; Dan a Judge, and a Serpent, (God 
bteM- us from ſerpentine Judges any more in High Courcs of 
Juſtice ) Gad a troop, to overcome, and to be overcome; 
(Ard the Lord de'iver us from ſ-eing any more of that.) Aer 
( God continue it with his grace) bread and royall dainties ; 
Napthahs ( as wild as a Buck ) a Hinde let looſe , Foſeph a 
fruicfuil buugh ; and Benjamin ( like a younger brother ) is 
delig i'd to ravine as a Wolf. | 

P1..to ( chough deſcrving better for his learned pains ) for Bru: 
his ſup-rcilious dsportmene, and lofty carriage, was by- 4x 
tiſthenes dub'd a Horſe : And Diogenes for his ſnarling hu» 
mour ( not canonized )) but canQnized, and made a Dog by Pa- 
tent. 
- The Prophet amazed at the cruelty and violence cf the world, 
compared men to the fiſhes in the ſea, -where the great makea 
paſtime of devouring the ſmall Yea beſikens the poor and help- Habs 1. 14. 
lels to filly fiſhes ; and che Mighty ahd rapacious partly to Ang« 
lers, and parcly to men fiſhing with a drag-net : thereby ſhew- 
ing, that there is s Generarion: wh will ſbll be catching, 
either by hook or crook, by fraud $f force ; and: char all is fiſh 
that cometh into cheirner, B -= "Such 


I Joh-2.1 7. 


(4) | 
' Such men as theſe the Pſalmiſt frequently termeth-Lyons ; 
Ind the Lamb of God who ſaith falſe prophets are wolves in 
ſheeps clothing, called Herod the tyrant afox. Thus Man, 
who ſometimes was in honour, forfciting his primitive inno- 
cent underſtanding is by ſerpentine craft become like unto the 
beaſts that periſh. 
And now may we ſay with David, Lord what ts man that thaw 
art mindfull of bim? Lord whatis man? Lord what is he not ? 


'He is any thing but what thou once madeſt him, and what he 


ſhould be. He is the mirrour of frailty ; timespride and ſpoil, 
fortunes laughing-ftoek ; the pictare of inconſtancy , and the 
tennis-ball of envy and calamity. A worme, he is and no 
man, Corrruptionisour father; and the worm our mother, 
Man is like a thing of nought, his time *paſſeth away like a ſha. 
dow. So Homer's heroick 7/;adsarebrought within the com. 
paſs of a nutſhell, the great world into the lictle world, ad 
the little world into nothing. 

O then love not the world nor the things ofthe world. The 
world is a riddle, which deftroyeth them, who bend their 
winds to anfold it, or their hearts co infold it. Ic is topgreat 
and yet too ſmall for a man's affeQions ; too great for his head 
and his hands, too little for his heart : more than enough to 
trouble a quiet ſoul; but nothing ſufficientto quiet a troub- 
led ſpirit, That man alonereaperh content within it, whois 
content without it, The worldpaſſeth away, and the luſts there- 
of ; but he that doth the will of God abideth for ever. 


ÞÞ$ÞIÞPIEEPCEEE EE EGO EG EOGED 


Mores ſequuntur humores. 
Manners follok the Humours, 


Phlegme, 


Have no quarrell with the work of God ; God forbid, nor 
I nor am I out of humour with the humours : though 
( alterngs- vicibus.) they ofcen put me ont of humour. 

Llook upon phlegme as an allay to choler ; and know or 

re 


(G) _ 


fire and water, as well in the body naturall, as in the body po- 
litick, are very good ſervants ; though bad maſters. Andas 

-itis onall hands confeſſed, that the blood is the chariot of life: 
ſoit muſt be granted, that a modicum of phlegme is inſtead of 
oy! ro make the wheelsrun merrily. 

But, omne niminm vertitur in vitium, too much is alwayes 
bad; andtheold world periſhed by a deluge. Where phlegme 
prevaileth abovealithereſt, there is good ground made fenn 
and bogs , each thought [is like a Pout, or muddy Eel; the re- 
covery beyond the reach of Dxtch devices, and the improve- 
ment of ſuch bottomleſs parts enough to break mean underta- 
kers. Itis true, Art will do much; butthe water will have 
the courſe : Andit is not worth the pains and col} tg make flu- | 
ces totheſca; or to byjgy #-fodl in a mortar, Prov.27.22- 

This ſoft effeminage.lazy humeur is apt to invade men's ſpi- 
rits with inſeofible approaches ; and like the tideto environ 
them before they be aware: And then over ſhooes, over boots. 
This humour may well take the gout and the dropſy for com- 
panions;. and ir often doth ſo : And, though it deſerveth not 
their ,gatronage, it hath need ofgreat perſons to uphold it ; 
otherwiſe it maketh them beggers. Yet 4 /ittle ſlexp, a little proy.6.10. 

| ſlumber, a little folding of the hands to ſleep. So fhll thy pover= 
ty come 4s ontthat that travelleth, and thy Want as an armed 
man. > 
Whoſo is oyercome with this diſeaſe is buried alive; unpro- 
fitable ro ochers, uncomfortable to himſelf, He isintomb*d 
in his houſe, asthedead in their graves; ſo thata man may 
, epitaph over his door, as the Philoſopher did upon Yacia's La> 
| zines, -Hic fits eft, 4c. Herelieth the body of ſuch a perſon : 
or he may write as in peſtilentiall places, Lord have mercy up- 
on 48, Lord let notthis waterflood of Sloth overwhelm ns; 
neither let the deep of negligence ſwallow us up. 


Choler. 


Ir . 
h Ever was there ſo great a ſuperfiuity of water , buttlete 
N hath been, or may be as great a'drought, Asthe world: 
at oncefor ſin was drenched : ſo once for allic ſhall be ſcorched. 
| | B 2 Ig 


Ovid. Trif. 


Eph. 4.26. 


Gal. 4.1 8, 


(6) 
In the mean time, the little world of Man is frequently impair» 
ed by this domeſtick fire of choler : which when it is too lictle, 
doth not warme the houſe ; when too great it conſumeth both 
the Inbabitant, and hazard's the neighbours. 


Ione quid ntilins ? fo quistames urere tefla 
Ceperit , auaaces inſtruit igue manus, 


What more uſefull? and yet what more dangerous 'than fire ? 
A drop of water cannot poſlibly do any contiderable harm to 


- any : But one ſpark of fire negleCted may do very much to ma< 


ny. Cholerand fire are like a falſe rumour and an evil reporr, 
getting ſtrength by every wivd, and layirg hold upon all that is 
near if, 

A cholerick breaſt is a tynderbox apt to catch any fire; ha- 
ving a happy uſe, when ic {tands right ander the ſparks of grace, 
and is ſubſervient to a holy intignation : But ischen unfortu- 
nate, when icisinflamed with balls of wild fire, caſt in by the 
Srand Spirit of diſcord; or by the buſy hands of Malecontent- 
ed ſpirits. 

He had need be vigilant againſt his undermining Enemy,and 
againſt all adventitious Incendiaries, who hath fuch a Magazin 
of Gunpowder within his own boſome. Be angry but fin no, 
is a moſt divine leſſon; but a nice diſtinAion for a man's pra- - 
Riſe to hit on. And therefore the Authour having ſometimes 


| been a perſecuter of the Church, gave this rule ; that men 


ſhould be zealouſly «ffefted alwayes in a goed thing, 

He is no good diſputant, who transferreth his quarrell from 
things co perſons, and leave's the queſtion to revile the oppo-, 
nent, And choler wil: quickly do this, and more. That child 
deſeryeth to ſmart and bleed, who ſpits in his fathers or mo- 
thers face; becauſe ſome ofhis brethren did him wrong. 

And yet ( Godhelp us) nothing is atthis day more common 
amongſtus. Witneſs thoſe frequent, petulant, and peſtilen 
oppoſitions againſt all Laws and injunRions of the King and the 
Church : which oppoſitions at the firſt were but the reſults of 
ſpleenfull animoſities, taken up againſt the miſcarriages of 
ſome particolar perſonsin place and office. 

Sic nimizum altercands.veritas amittitar, Thus by too much 
firife cruth is loſt, And now. whereas Forreigners were wont, 

| to 


Y 
b 


(7) | 
toaccuſe Engliſhmen of being too phlegmatick, it muſt herce- 
forth be acknowledged that they are too cholerick : And 
( which is worſe ) their anger is like a torch, kindling ſoon 
and burning long. | 

And very deplorable it is, that neither the refle&ion upon 
the water of our own Paptiſme, nor the dews and ſhowers 
of God*s refreſhing mercy after the parching heat of our late 
affliction, nor yer the prayers and fears of the Church can 
quench this civil fire. 

And althovgh moſt of them who firſt did blow the coales, 
and many who brought tuell ro the pile, are long {ince turned 
to duit and aſhes: yet too many there are, who thruſt their 
fingers to rake in the embers, Swſcitare heſternos ignes, to 
renew our late miſchiefes, and to revive our common miſe. 
ries. 
Surely the wrath of man can never work the righteouſneſs of 
God. Hethatſaith, He maketh ha miniſters a flaming fire, 
intended thereby the ſpiritual edification of men ; and not 
thcir bodily deſtruttion, And he who ſirnamed two of his 
Apoftles the ſons of thunder, did not approve. their ſudden 
flaſhand haſty bolt, when they moved tor fire to come down 
from heaven, to conſume the Samaritans. | 

The Tyrants of Sicily invented no greater torment for 
Others ;, than their own corroding envy was to themſelves. 
And as ambition is both the delight and the rack ef the ambiti- 
ous: ſoa perſon oyercome with choler is puniſhment and miſe- 
ry enough to himſelfhere, although he ſhould meet with none 
hereafter, His Azſh ( only wanting a good ca:.ſe) is broyl- 
ed like St Lawrence on a gridiron j his hones are ſtewed in 
= wailing marrow ; and his heart is boyled in his own 

00d. 

And now ( as the Lord faid to the Prophet Jonah ) doth 
any man think that he doth well ro be angry? that hedoth well 
to be angry paint others unto death?” then let him think 
upon him, whois ready to judge both the quick and dead; 
who for our ſins is juſtly diſpleafed and in whoſe ſight ( with-. 
out hismercy) no man living ſhall be juſtified. And who may 
fandio hisfight when he is angry. 8" - 

. Lerthe thought of that greatday, which" ſhall be __ 
bx” 7 ; B 3 | 


Pal. I 04-4, 


Luk.9.54. 


Lib.3. de Con- 
' fd. 


| (3) 
by fire, cooland quench the rage of every man's choler ; leſt 
be be conſumed in the flames wherein he hath delighted. 


— — 


Melawcholly. 


Nd haſt thou found me O mineenemy? this needs muſt I 

lay of chce, ( 8s Ariſtipps did of a wife) thou art par- 

wvum, prlchr 1m, magnum, malum ,, thouart to my doting fan» 

cy in thy Viſits, the tairez!t, and the blackeſt, the ſweeteſt and 

the bicterel:, of my frie:ds, 0! my focs, and of my intimate 
acquairitince, 

I card” 5:;t admire thee, as St. Bernard did Ambition, ard 
ſay. Z4:moao omnes tor quens omnibus places ! How doeſt thou 
pleitc eil rhoje whom thou tormenteſlt 1 Andoh chat I mighe 
ever heve ſuch a {tock of clarity, for all my viſible Enemies 
among the children of men; as1 have forthee 1 I know thou 
hurceſt mee, ard yet I freely forgive thee, I bugg ; I ems 
brace, I chcriſh thee; and che world can never cauſe me to, 
foriake thee. : 

Arid yet to five this humour it's due; itis never ſogreatan 
enemy, bur it may be asgreata friend. What ſome have af. 
firmed of Genjuſſes, how every man from his birch hath two 
wziting upon. him , onefor his good, the other for his harm, 
may beexpounded of Melancholly doing both offices: which 
15a weapon both tor offence, and defence, asit is ud. 

On the one ſide, it isa check to pride and ſelf-love, a barre 
againſt preſumpcion, a threſhold to humility, a door to pati- 
ence, wings to divine meditation, and an handmaid unto de- 
votion. And whereasthe jolly world count ſuch a mans life ro 
be madne{s, the truth is, ( as Corys King of Thrace ſaid of bis 
ſeverity ) this madneſs keep's men'in their right wits, 

On the other ſide ( when it is exorbitant and indiſpoſed ) 
Melancholly is a traytor to the Maſter, a foe to bumanity, an 
Antagoniſt to reaſon, the Cur-throat to hope and joy,; a black 
catara& upon the eyes of the mind preventing divine illumina- 
tion, and finally a deſperate ſollicicour unto perdition.. $7: 
fir Melancholicas, aur Dex aut Demon, Thus a Mclancholly 
perſon is cicher a God,or a Devil. 7424 


And 


F., 


| (9) 

And what ſhall I fay of this bumonr? It is a kind of ubiqui. 
tary. When I take the wings of the morning, and mountupon. 
my prime meditations towards heaven; then melancholly is 
there: And when in heavyneſs of ſpiric 1 go down towards 
hell ; itistherealſo. The light of the day cannotexpell it; 
and the night feed'sit. I cannor flee from this baunting ghoſt , 
nor can] go from it's preſence. ThovghlI change places, pla» 
ces change not me. Iam like the young man, who admiring 

why he was never the becter for travelt, was told by Socra- 
d tes, that the reaſon was, becauſe in all his travels he ſtill carrie 7 ere; 
ed himſelf about him. So carry I1my mortality, my miſe- 

ry, my imperfeRions, and therewithall my melancholly. 
d Icis true, (I bleſs God fgr it) I look towards heaven, bucit is 


= at a great diſtance,and thtovgh many clouds both of aMiRion, 
* and ofignorance. Iammno more ſatisfied, ( norcan be) with 
_e ail that I have heard, or with all chat the world can tell me 
- in thisland of my pilgrimage,ceneerning the joyes above,and 
” the glory of that eternall kingdome , than the Queen of Sheba | king ro, 
on was with the report which ſhe heard in her own country con- 
cerning Solomon's Court, Untill her eyes ſaw, ſhe was rather 
In aMiced, than affeQed ; rather tormented, than eontented. 
f She did not heas the one half: nor do TI one thing ofa thow- _ 
as ſand, Eye hath not ſeen, ear hath not heard, nor hath it en= , Cor,2-9, 
» tred inte the heart of man. When I awakeupat the laſt day, I 


cruſt in God, I ſhall be ſatisfied. Bur how long Lord moſt holy 
7 and true? How long ? O when ſhall I come to appear before the 
"y preſence of God? O 


un Alas when 1 think to come neareſt heaven in my ſoliloquies, 
le- and private ſolaces; then this my boſome-companion croſſeth 
"_ my purpoſe, and bring's medown to the pits brink. My own 
bis heart condemnes my heart of fooliſh preſumption, for my 

haſty defire ro be made nzyſea?y, like ro the Angels of God in: 
) heaven; who am become through fin even as a beaſt before 


_— _ and may be compared unto the brute creatures that pe- 
riſh. 
. WhenT hear the holy man Davd putting the queſtion, Who Plal.24: 
fhall aſcend into the hill of the Lord? and who ſhall riſe np 5# his 
holy place ? and then finde him anſwering himſelf, Eyes be 
that hath clean hands. and a pure heart-:: 1 begin'to ur 


- 


Proy.20.9. 


PARl.40.15, 


Mat. 27.46. 


Rom. 95.24. 


( 10) 
within my ſelf, and am almoſt ready to ſay, Then I am cut eff 
from thy preſence , my eyes ſhall never ſee good, For who can ſay, 
1 have made my heart clean ? or 1 am pare from my ſin ? 

I cannot but hang my head, and walk with a dejeRed coun- 
tenance, when I hear ſo good a man, and ſo great a Prince ſay, 
My ſins have taken ſuch hold upon mee, that I am not able to 
look up. Herror capillos eriget, It makes my hair ſtand ups 
right. and I could even rent my fleſh, at thoſe words of his ; 
My fins are more in number than the hairs of my head: and my 
heart hath failed mee. Ob buc who can.reach the heighc, or 
ſound the depth of chat ejaculation, ( which for ourſins pro- 
ceeded trom him who did no fin,neicher was puile found in his 
mouth ) My God,my God, why haſt thux for/akeu mee ? Thisis 
all our comfort ; the ſore bath the ſalveinic ſelt; And he who 
taught meto cry out, Wreeched mas that T am, whe ſhall dels» 
ver mee from the body of thu death ? taught melikewile co ſay, 
1thauk God through feſus Chriſt our Lird, 

Thus are we brought to deſpair in our ſelves, that we may 
ruſt in the living God ; whoſe Promiſes are thea moſt ſure, 
when to us they ſeem moſt impoſlible, It is no leſs thana dame 
nable preſumption in another, to account that ſinner*s caſe de- 
ſperare, who thinks himſeifſo. What though his days be now 
black ? and the viſions of his nights be now terrible? the cloud 
and che fiery pillar were of old the tokens otGod'spreſence wich 
his people. What though the poor wretch through bitcerneſs 
of ſpiric, ſometimes capnot ſee which way he can be ſaved? 
He may be inthe way to Heaven, even then, Yea, let no man 
Eonbt it.; through God's grace he is ſo. For God's wayes are 
not as our ways. When he brought his people into (anaar , 
the way by which he led them was whcre chere was no way : 
throvgh the wilderneſs, through the ſea, ard chrough the river 
Jordan. He led chem through fire and watergand ſo into a weal. 
thy place. The way to Heaven lyeth neer to the gates of bell, 


through many cribulations; fightings withour, and cerrours 
" within ; And none are ſaved, who paſs not through chis pur- 


gatory. Why artthou then ſo heavy O my ſoul? and why arc 
thou ſo diſquieted within mee? O truſt in God, for I will 


yet giyehim chanks, who is the belp of my countenance, and 
.wy Cod, . _ | 
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X F aki the Conſtitutions and complexions thisis, the goſden | 
D mean.- Blood. is a.facred fountaio running .through the - | 
" Ifle of man; the veins being ſq, many.channels and 7iyulets, . 
, through which it is percolated and purificd z_whileſt 5y,a con. * 
Y tinged revolution it ſerverh all parts, (as.the water compaſſeth 
: the earth ) meking glad the Ciryof God, the heart of man, 
a which is the tabernacle of che Moſt High... ,. .. -. -; 
- Chancer ſaith ( as | remember ) -that.co dream of blood (ig- - Þ 
_— nifizeh-gold. Our of what mine: he digged that conjeRure, I 
* know not; nor is.it, much materiall: tor Pqets and Paynters 
& may feign what they pleaſe. Perhaps it was grounded uponthis 
's conceit, that men are asloth to part with money, as with drops , | 

of blood : and often loſe their beſt blood about ir. Tis 

Y . But, 4b 5141508,905 f nit [1?, from the beginning it was not ſo. 
L Then gold was held in lef(s eſteem, and.b!ood in greater than, 
oj now its ; men were. not-ſo coverous of the firſt nor ſoprodigall. 
j of the latter. And as now.amongſt us, it .is a capicail crime to 
4 clip and deface-the Kings Coin :. ſo of old, by the juil juygment 
h of the great Lawpiver, it was enacted and mad-a Staturz for 


p ever, that who ſo ſhould ſhed the blood of a man, who is the 2 
- Image'ot God, ſhould be guilty of high Treaſan againſt chs King A .F 


L of Heayen, Ita *, 4 ed Goals gn FEY EY 39 PP 
- - : And ſurely of the many ſins, murder deſerveth na favour , 
becauſe it ismoſt unnaturall. By kilkng,blopd, coucheth blood, Hoſ.4.2 
-'% whoſe effuſion is dreadlullin this, that men.appear thereby ha- © 
_ tersof mankind 4; and: deſtructive totheir own principles. For 
f as Adam ſaid of Eve, thus ss bone of my bones : ſo ought every 
x: man to think, that hes very neerly concerned in che blood of 


z his brother, God madeall nationsof men -( faiththe Apolllc ) 
$5 415:caue]4, of one blood.z winuiv, todwell together inpeace ans 15.25. 


- and loye -upon all cheface of the earth; And Zil4v + Kveror, ro 
{11 ſeek the -Lord;-:not.ro ſeek. 9ne anothers deſtruction. No,mas Ephel, 5.29. 


Ob Jer ever hated hu ows fleſs, but loveth it, :andxheriſheth it, And 

there 1s 'onely an individual diſttntion. between men; no ſpe- 

<cificall difference of them, as of beaſts.; Let. every mag. then 
| C | practiſe . 


Num.35.33. 


I Joh.2.5. 


(12) 
praRiſe that tenderneſs of affeRion unto another, which he ap- 
proveth towards himſelf. 

At nos virtmtes ipſas invertimus, But wee pervert and abuſe 
all good things, making arguments ſerve to maintain vice, 
wliich werg properly deſigned to defend virtue. For whereas 
our fleſh and blood is of it ſ-1f a motive to patierce and for- 
bearance; we make it an incentive unto fury and madneſs ; ra- 
ging and ſaying, fleſh and blood cannnot endure ir, 

Blood is the greateſt pollucer, and the greateſt cleanſer; the 
greateſt polluter, for it defilech a land : and the greateſt clean- 
ſer, for it waſheth a way the filth of the world. The blood of fe- 
ſms Chriſt cleanſeth from all ſin. 

The blood which runneth through our mortall territories, 
may be compared to the River Nil ; which when it riſeth to 
a duc height and meaſure, ſignifieth health, plenty,and fertility ; 
but when much higher or much lower, it portends the quite 
contrary. - 

This humour is by right the lawfull Reg nv over the reſt, 


| howbeit, when it becomes an unbridled Tyrant, then ( ſuchis 


the corruption of the beſt things) it proves a fartall enemy to 
man; both as to ſacred and civillconcernments, It hazards 
the body” with violent fevers and contagious diſeaſes: and it 
endangers both ſoul and body with carnall luſts, and beaſtly 
pleaſures, 

Otherwiſe, in a due proportion, it is of all the humours the 
moſt happy to the ſubjeR in whom ir doth prxdominate, and 
alſo to the neighbours. It is the liſe of lite naturall and civill , 
the cement of ſociety; wit's common wealth; the moderatour 


. of paſſions y a keeper of the peace, a lover of love;; a promo- 


ter of charity, a tender reſenter of God's mercy, and man's 
miſery ; and a great advancer of God's honour, praiſe, and 
lory. 

: Me thinks I ſee this Conſtitution cleerly appear in every line 
of 7oſeph's life,and of his hiſtory. 1 ſee it 1n his infancy, taking 
ſober notes upon the rudeneſs of his elder brethren , and ma- 
king a true preſentment of them to. his Reverend father. And 
who could blame 7acob for doting upon ſuch a promifing child ? 
I ſee it in his dreams, ſo pleaſant,ſo harmleſs,and ſo ſignificart : 
which he told as freely and confidently ; withour any fear or ſu- 
ſpition of his brethrens envy. Iſce 


6 (13) 


I ſee it in his readineſs to go at his father's word to viſit his 


froward brethren, who could not ſpeak kindly to him, but Gen.37. 


plotted ar firſt ight of him, to kill him for his pains. Iſee itin 
thepriſon, in his cheerfullneſs and affability to his fellow-pri- 
ſoners. Wherefore ( ſaid he ) look ye ſo ſadly roday? And who 
then there had more cauſe than he? 

But I ſee it in him moſt apparently in the height of his digni- 
ty ; he being ſemper idem, alwayes the ſame man, and alwayes a 
good man, He could not ſee his brethren troubled, -but he was 
rronbled to ſee ir: neither could he hear them confeſs their 
faults,and condemn themſelyes ; but he was forced to turnaway 
and weep. | 

He overcame their evil with his goodneſs in every circum- 
ſtance. They caſt him into a pit, to eat gravell and ſtones, and 
ro drink his own tears, whileſt they ſate down to their dinner 
with pleaſure ; But he cauſed them to fit down beforehim, and 


Gen-49. 


ro eat,drink,and be merry. They ſold him for money : Helſells ge, 45. 


them corn,and then gives them their money again. They ſtrip- 
ped him of his coat : But he ſent them home with changes of 
raymentr. | 

Mee thinks I ſee this humour appear in David's red cheeks, 
and cheerfull countenance, when he took Saul aſleep the ſe 
cond time, and none keeping guard about him , when he cook 


away the ſpear,and the cruſe of water from his boulſter,thereby 1 Sam. 26, 


ſhowirg that he could have taken away his life, and then cal- 
ling Abner, and upbraiding him,and his Souldiers for their neg- 
ligence : by all which Sas/ might know, how lictle cauſe he had 
to take him for his enemy, or to purſue him as a traytour. 

Poſſe & nolle nobile, To beable to revenge and to be unwil- 
ling, is the nobleſt reſolution in the world. Every Dog can 
grin and bite ; every Waſpean ſting; andthe moſt deſpicable 
brutes can ſhow ſpite, and purſue revenge : but he that can for- 
bear is a man at leaſt whatſoever heis more. 

And we need no other example hereunto than his, who ex- 
preſred rich drops of his ſacred blood in prayer for us; andat- 
terward poured forch the main ocean of it upon the Creſs: who 
going todie had aneye upon the mourners; and ſeemed not to 
regard his own, in commiſeration totheir condition; Daenph- 


Luk. 22. 44. 


ters of: Jeruſalem (ſaid he): weep wot for me but for your,[ I Luk.23.28. 
C 2 This 


for your children, - 


Ly 
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(14) 
This reſolution the holy Martyrs in intimation of their and 
our Maſter, havealwayes taken up; forgerting their own in» 
 Juriesz; pitying thoſe, who had. no pity on them; and praying 
for the ſalyacion of their, ſouls, who were, the deſtruQtion of 
tein an SR. oo Eo ont ©: ant 
Ler us learn to be likeminded, ' Let us break off Enmiry,; and 
renew Friendſhip. Leta!t men learn to record the Act of Ob- 
livion inthe Court of Conſcience ; ( and, moſt chicfly thoſe, 
_ who haye moſt benefir by it) and theg let. them execuceit one 
towards. another. Themiſtocles his reſolution will fit in this 
Plat. caſe; .who being offered to be taught ihe art of memory,an- 
ſwered, he had rather be taught theart of forgetfujlneſs: for 
( faid be ) Icanremember what I pleaſe ;: butl cannot forget 
what] would. _ Te | 
4 I know not whether any have ſuch a birdlin'd. memory to 
E: _ remember what they pleaſe; 1 believe there are many, and 
8 knew there. are ſome cannot forget what they would : Butl 
| am ſyre, there are more will not forget what they. ſhould; 
thatis to ſay, their miſchief, ſpite, revenge, wrath, malice 
and uncharitableneſs. - rien 
There is none but the great Schoolmaſter can teach men this 
leſſon, And. he.inſtruReth us to it both by precept, and pa- 
tern 5 in aſſurance of whoſe lenity and mercy, weare taught 
Plal.79,6. rtopray, O remember not our old fins, but have mercy upon us : 
| And remember not Lord our offences, nor the offences of our fore- 
fathers. : : | . 
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Familiar, or ervil Obſervations. ' 


—_ 


| A treacherous memory. BEE 
\& Ir tanning of happy memories blame them- 
3 IF ſelves for weakneſs of memory z. but ſeldom any perſon 
accuſe himſelf for a weak judegment. Thus folly lovesto be 
LE praiſed 3 8nd finto beexcuſed,,. .., .. +: 
;, | , But the defeRtsand deformities of Creeples are.moſt diſcern 


"alice 


n this 
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(15 ) | 

ed in their motions: and the greatdt weakneſs of men appear 
when they ſtand up indetenge of their own imperfeRions.. :In 
both our civil and ſpiritualſtatian, judgement,and. memory are 
cur two legs: and commmonly when.one fails, . the other doch 
us but lame ſervice. Had we nor anerroneous judgement,and 
a perverſe will z we ſhou'd not haueg treacherous memory. ; 

" Omnia que gurant ſents. memzyerunt, 0id men remember 
what they have a mind to ;; to lerve.cheir pwncurn. Alas, we 
love to hood-wink our intelleual parts; thzr we may purſue 
our brutiſh paſſions,ard vile affeRions, Ard this makes us for. 
get our God, torget our (elves, forget our neighbours, and do 
the things that are unſeemly. : 


A help at hand, or a remedy-with a miſchief. ; 


] Ffrera ſcripta maner, The, writcen word. is permanent..-, The 


invention of Bibliography hath well eaſed the-narrow table 
of mans hegrc; and delivered his gilded ſheet of brain-paper 
from the renters : allowing bim recowſe( WW. upor all oc- 
caſions ). tp-the ſtanding Records of learned ColleQors. * - | 
.  Butithad been good tor many, that they had never attained 


pily died, and many injuries had been honourab!y buricd in 
oblivion; which are now kept above ground in black and white, 
untill they ſtink upon the face of the earth; being made-ever- 
laſting by pen, ink, and paper, Ro 

I have ſeen many men enter notes into,.their. Almanacks 
( which the Prognoſticators neither forerold nor farcſaw-)-of 


the treſpaſles their neighbour, had done them ,, with the+pun- 
. Ruall time, place,and witneſſes: that ghey, mighe. have miſchief 


by heart and vengeance ad mguem. Bur I never yerſaw-men 
ſet downtheir own treſpaſſes committed either againſt God or 
their neighbours, They have not a panick fear but a panick 
faith, They are afraid-to forget other mens faults, loth to 
remember theirown. Their praQiſe obliges them unto pha- 
naticiſme ; for they cannot ſafely ſay the Lord's Prayer, .leſt, 


the.fifch pecition Chpuld make a,blot.in their book... & '4 
41 I his Sc ibes, 


ribes, Phariſeey, and; Hypacrites \have oppreſſed 
an 


Lg 


Ter. 


to theuſe of this invention, For then many miſchiefs had hap- 


Mart. 1 8.275. 


(16) 
and wellnigh ſuppreſſed the Evangcliſts : and the abuſe of the 
Law hath almoſt overthrown the Goſpel. 

The queſtion $S* Petey pur to our Saviour, is now out of 
date, Lord how oft ſhall my brother treſpaſſe againſt me, and 
forgive him ? Ard rather chan men will ſtand to Chriſt's award 
LO forgive untill ſeventy times ſeveny there are many would ( if 
poſſible) have ſeyenty cimes ſeven quarrels with their brechreo, 
for the value of ſeyen pence, 


—_—_—_— ———————— | R— 


Some Infidelity aVenial Sin. 


Nd what elſe ſhall we think of ir, when men will not be- 
lieve their own eyes: : 

W hatare you there? Are not you gone yet? Are you come 
already ? Are youalive (li]l> Theſe are the uſuall comple- 
ments of Ruſticks with their intimate friends, and old Ac- 
quaintance. 

1 heſe vulgar errors might ſuic well with the Wmutable diſ- 
poſitions of late times; wherein, through the epidemicall 
metamorphofis,and protean changes of men, our eys, cars,and 
judgements ſo farre failed us: that we ſcarce knew frierds 
from foes, or honeſt men from others. 

When beggers rode on horſes, and Princes went on foot, 
when Tradeſmen' took the Pulpit, and Churchmen took to 
Trades : ſuch Legerdemain of policy and Landskips of fortune 
migit well decetye the eye, and make men ſay to their neer 
neighbours ; What are you there? Are you alive ſtill? ſuch 
queſtions then might well be freed from abſurdity; when we 
knew rot where to find men; or what to make of them when 
wee came unto them; or how to truſt them ſo farre as we 
could ſee them, -: 


——— 
—— —— —— 


No more manners than a Dog. 


Met than once have I ſeen a pleaſant conceited fellow 

pull off his hat, and make a leg toa fierce Dog aſſaulc- 

ing him, and chat with good ſucceſs: the bawling cur voy 
ruc 
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(17) 
ſtruck dumb, and irangely charn!'d to turn tail at the ſight of a 
civil ceremony. It might be a ſubcile philoſophicall- pro- 
bleme to find out the myſtery of this deg.trick. | 

A Pythagorean would imagin the beaſt ſome tranſinigrated 
old Cynick concurring with moroſe ſchiſmaticks, in tacing 
abour, and flecring at the firſt charge of good manners, — 
what ſhall wee think ? H.ich the Dog ſo much good nature as 
to be overcome wich kindneſs? Or is oppolition a pair of bel- 
lows to choller, and a gentle ſubmiſſion of the nature of wa- 
ter? Or, iseven a Dog aſhamed of his own baſeneſs, when he 
hath opened his mouth, 'and ſhewen his ceech againſt him, who 
neither did nor intended him harm. Or, is he convinced that 
he ought not to bawle againſt virtue, or ſnap at good manners? 
Or laitly, bath he it by inſtioR, chat ſuch civil reſpe& and 
moral obeyſance are propper for Men, and not for Dogs, and 
ſohe dares not uſurp that, which appertains unto his Matter. 

Whether all Se ary oftheſe be the cauſe, let them conſider 
who have a g* anda mind toit. In the mean cime, when 
brutes appear thus inclin'd co humaniry, 1cÞ Men learn to de- 
cline from brutiſhneſs : and ſeeing Dogs ſometimesdo ſo much 
as ſeem to be moral; letnot men ſo much as once ſeem to be 
dogped. 


 NoE courtſhip to an honeſt heart. 


Bout thirty years fince ( asI remember ) the complement 
among Equals. was altogether love ; and litcle ſpeech of 
ſervice ; Now it is aboundance of ſervices, and no love at 
all. The ſubſtance of good willis eyaporated into aiery ex- 
preſſions,; and menare ſcrewed into amick poſtures, Then 
they had ſertled countenances, ſober garbs, and ſolid ſalura- 
tions ; to which they uſually added a ltrong ſhake by the hand 
and a luſty clap on the ſhoulder, to try (asI conceive) whe- 
ther men were ſound, or rotten, whether honeſt, or hallow- 
hearced. 
Thus Aeneas diſtinguiſhed bis ghoſts from men. The old 
way isthe beſt. It was never good world, ſince men madeit 


their buſineſs,"verbagggfe, by tcigned words to make merchan- 


v 


dize of their brethren, It 


\ 


Gal.5.13+ 


Rom.3.8. 


Jam. 3.10. 
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"Tt is true;'there ' is a ſervic? of love: and that is better 
than Koight's ſervice; for it'ts Got's ſ2vite ; who hath com- 
manded us by love to ſeryz one another. But rwenty years ſer- 
vice in'warres'hath baniſh'd love fromamongt us; andlefrus 


nothing 'but mzer ſervice.” "Oh that' dur hearts ahd' bands '. 


were once more tn!l'of our ofd and tirſt love; that couid en- 
durecihe touch!” Experto credite;, when a man hath need of 
h-Ip; he ſhall fins 62e dowtirig!:c faichfull friend more worth. 
that a tiouſand humble ſ:rvants. CS [ 


'4 


Better late than never. | 


T is not unvſuall to hear men in heir 6rUinary diſcourſe 
to bolt ouran Oath, or a Curſc 'upon ſome perſon's And 
then inimediacelytoſiy, God forgive me for ſwearing. 
Thus bad ſervitors afrer meat bring muſtaMf,” Thus back- 
ward reighbours after ihe child be dead offer themiclyes for” 
Goſfips. Thus c#eleſs Grooms, when the Sceed is ſtollen lock 
faſt the (bk= Godt 75 EEE ES Es ol 
I muſt corteſs, this is not altogether ſo bad, at to ſwear our 
of vainglo:y, ard never ask God mercy. Bur itistnobadto 
be defended; and ir is ſadly to be lamented, and ſeriouſly to 
be repented. Fexes have holesin men's hearts, and the birds of 
the air bave nets + which make them fo deceitfull above me2- 
ſure, thar Chriſt hath ſcarce room allowed kim there, 70 lay hi 
head. * ; , . a ! fd ILY Lee” WF. 1.14 = 
' And what fhall we fay to theſe things? Do the good motions 


ferret ou: the bad, 'ard then follow them?” Or, 'doth repen- 
tance firive to overtake (in, and toarreft it atGod?s ſuit ? Or, 


do-good men'( though frail ) think to de#l-with Their unruly 


-Ppaſtions, as with wilde colts 2 feta braid upon them, azd 
"thang aclog upon their heels arid ſol1-t rhe go? Or,do pious 


and impious conceptions ſtruggle in the womb of the inind; as 
Eſau and Facob didin the budy of Rebecca ? and then ar laſtthe 


younger ſupplant the elder. | ; 

'- > God deferid tis?” 't 55 hard doing evil; that goud may come, 

' Let* nbnefin' upon deſign to isk pardap; Rt x judgment in- 

-tercept him. Ont of the ſame month W t proceed bleſſing 
an 


/ 


Re 
and carſing. Wherefore together with his diligence, let this be 
every than's prayer; Set a watch O Lord before my month, and 
keep the door of my lips. | 


— — — 


Adany Words to little parpoſe. 


gs man in his journey loves to trouble everyone he ſees, 
about the time of the day; and often makes the plough 
ſtand ſill, untill the lazy ſwain and he do dialogue about the 
clock and good husbandry : ſo both loſe time, whileſt both 
talk about ir. And this he will do though he hath the Sun in his 
eyes, a Watch goingin his pocket, and kaows the hour as well 
as any man can tell him. 

The ſport is; by ths means ſometimes he gdes forward, 
and the day goes backward : or at leaſt it ſeems ſo. For here 
he ſhall have ic vine of theclock , and after five miles riding, ic 
ſhall be but half an houre after eight. So wiſe ſhall he be made 
who hearkens to every report z and asketh every man's advice, 
And ſo ſhall he be confirmed, who ſhuts his eyes againſt ths 
light of his own knowledge z and followsafter every opinion. 

Some will ask what the clock ſtriketh, when they hear the 


' firſt ſtroke; as though it were leſs labour for them to uſe their 


tongue, than their cars; or that they durſt not truſt their own 
ears for the matter; or that they never had learned to count to 
the number of twelve. 

Others will enquire the name ofa Town, which they know 
as well as their own; and will ask the way where they 
are able to goblindfold. Theſe Gothamſhire whimſcys and 
many more areas common as the high way. Of which we may 
ſay as the fellow did of the Nightingale, when he had ſtripped 
her out of her feathers ; Vox & preterea nihil, A voice and no- 
thing elſe. | 


Men now adays are meer Queſtonilts; loving to put doubts, 


and raiſe ſcruples where they are moſt ſure: but where the 
have moſt cauſe to doubt, there they make none. - They affe 
to ſeem diligent ; and their affeRted ſeeming diligence is their 


reall negligence. | 
' Wheathe City ofCori*:b prepared for a fiege and an _ | 
D cins 


Pf.141.3- 


OW (20) | 
being threatned by Philip King of Macedonia, ahd every man 
ſtood to his ſeveral task about the works and fortifications : 
Diogenes never left tumbling his tubup and down, and remo» 
vingit this way and that way, And whena friend of hisasked 

Guido. Bitur, why he did ſo? Becauſe ( faid he ) I would ſeem to de fome- 
thing, as well as others. - ; 

As Diogenes tumbled about his Tub, ſo ſome Zealots tum. 
ble and tois their Bibles : neyer intending to turn a new leafin 
their manners; though they tura down all thoſe intheir books 
for quotations. They will fic muſing, as they were in adeep 
ſtudy ; and ona ſudden ſtart and ask their neighbour for the. 
rext» And fo they can but another day turn tothe proofs, and 
parly upon them ,. they never care to turn themſelves tothe 
practiſe. Their words and their deeds are ſo many cuſtomary 

b formalities: And with agreat noiſe and much ſir, at the laſt 
| they conclude upon and do nothing. | 


Men doing Worſt aim at the Beſt. 


FP at Eminence is the anvile upont which each Yalcen. 
mechanick hammers and forges all opprobrious works 
and calumnious inventions, It is the white within the ſpell, 
! : that the arrows arc aimed at. Andas wee need nor queſtion 
| the goodneſs of the fruit, where the tree is moſt generally cud- 
Sell'd : ſo without doubr, there isan Excellency in thoſe men 
above others ; who are moſt obnoxious to yulgar affronts and 

. indignities, 
| _ Andas ithath been , ſo it ever will be, The Generality 
, will never be wiſer or better than themſelves. They had ra- 
ther erre with.their forefathers in railing at their betters : than 
ling a new ſong of praiſe to God, fortheir virtues. and abilities. 
Thus Horſes will chuſe to dung,and Aſs to pifſe, where others 
of their kind hath done it before them. Thisis the nature of | 
the beaſt. | 
We ſhall ſeldom hear a ſcurrilous or ſcandalous ſtory told; 
butthe ſubjeR is either a Fryer, or a Parſon. Andtheſe pro- 
phane tales s they are become the paſtime of the many ; ſo ' 
they are moſt greedily imbibed for truths, by the irchiog _ 
0 


(21) 
of Separatiſts ; and made the very Golden Legend of thoſe via- 
lent Saints, whoſe pretence isa perpetuall reformation. 

My mind tells me; and the event ſhewsit, that they did 
not well ( whoſoever they were in places of Authority ) who 
by connivency countenanced rude and ignorant perſons, to 
ſpeak evil of, or fcoff atany holy orders; howſoever they had 


been abuſed or theprofeſſors thereef had degenerated 


And we have livedinan Age, which hath paid us homeall 
thoſe injuries with double interreſt, rnd made the name of 
Parſon as odious as ever was that of Fryer; and perſwaded the 
people that every Prieſt wascither a Jew or a Pages. 

And'yer ſchiſmatieks have affected to be Fryers (pood ſouls) 
and never knew it; whileſt they aſſumed to themſelves, by 
way of excellency, the name of Brethren. For Frere is 
brother. 

People muſt have ſomething to ſpeak againſt ; although 
they ſpeak againſt their own copſcience, and all reaſon. 
Whatſoever the faults of fathers be, ic becomes not children 
to lay them open : but to reverence their virtues and pious la. 
bours ; and to condole their imperfeRions. 

AMemnona famous Captain beat one of his ſouldiers for rail. 
ing at Alexander, though his Enemy : becauſe he wasa perſon 
of honour. ThoughT hired thee ( ſaid he) to fightin the de» 
fence of the Country againſt him : yet I gave no commiſſion to 
revile him. | 

So let men defend the truth and the Church of God by what 
lawfull and 1laudable fſmeans they may : Burt by no means ler 
them offend God by ſpeaking evil of dignified men, much leſs 
by ſpeaking evil of dignities. 


— mnt 
— 


Contradiftions, or backward Commndations, 


| is the leſs wonder that men cuſtomarily ſpeak ill of perſons 


whom they hate and abhorre; when we hear themdothe 
ſame of the things and perſons they love and value. : 
It would make a Horſe break his bridle (did he underſtand it) 
to hear bis maſter. commend: him. for a deviſiſh good jade.' 
Thus ſome will tell us, they have _ good cofn ; and =o 
b 2 acl 
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(22) 
their boys are plaguy tdward about their buſineſs, 

Ftis not ſo much ignorance, as negligence, that workes 
rogether theſe diſſonant terms in ordinary diſcourſe, God gives 
men happy ſubſtantives, and they rake hell for unlucky epi. 
thetes. The world is too aptto call evil good, and good evil : 
to account the precious vile and the yile precious. 

But alas ! this yerball abuſe is nothing ro the reall injury 
men put upon God's benefits. As many perſons handle, and 
miſemploy their wealth and ſubſtance, and as they bring up 
their childrenin all bad ſuffzrance, and wickedneſs : they may 
properly call them bitrer ſweetings, and cruly ſay, that they 
are vile good, devi'ſhapt, and plaguy toward. 


_ 


W — — =—= 


An ill Hearing, but no ull Meaning. 


Hen ſickneſs ſeem's mortall ; Every viſitant uſually 
asketh the ſick man, how be doth? And he uſually 
anſwers, oh heighbour, never worſe. 

It cannot be thought, that the man doth then diſſemble. 
And yet Chriſtian charity perſwades us to hope, that his words 
have a better meaning, ' than the letter ſeems to allow them ; 
and that he was never better, then when he faith,never worſe. 

And God forbid, that men ſhould ſo live, as to prove worſt, 
when they ſhould be beſt , that is, at their diſſolution. Who 
ſodoth, is in a moſt wretched condition. And indeed they 
who will never ſtrive to be good, muſt needs be worſt at the. 
laft, Ina foul corrupt yeſlell the worſt is at the bottom. 

But-the dying man in two reſpeRs may ſay, never worſe, 
with a ſafe conſcience, Firſt in reſpe&- of his outward man, 
and corporall ſtate : And ſo every eye look's upon him, and. 
pity*s him. Andſecondly, in his inward manor ſpirituall e- 
ſtate 3 and ſo the words ſignify-a true inſpeRion into his ſins ; 
with « godly compunQion, and a ſerious deteſtation of his for. 
mer life, 

And thus as he never was worſe; ſo was he never better. 
As his outward man decayeth, ſo doth his inward man renew: - 
and he worſe he likes himſelf the better doth God like him. 


His Grace 5s ſufficiegt for-the Afﬀitted finer ; his he x 
| Y 


(23) 
wade perfet in weakneſs: Andin the infirmity of the patient, 
the power of Chriſt reſi's upon bim. When he is weak then 
is he ſtrong; when never worſe, then for eyer better. 


CET ELLALITAACLILLILILIALILEIES, 


Sacred Obſervationse 
= 


The World was beſt, at the firſt. 4 


]* the Creation there was # poſitive goodneſsin each indivi- 
duall creature ; and a ſuperlative excellency in the uni- 
verſe. The moſt incomparable Maker being both the fountain 
of goodneſs, and the God of order, it was impoſlible for him 
to erre, cither in the matter or forme of che works of his hands. 
As his holy will and good pleaſure gave all things their being : 
fo his infallible judgement gave them his approbation. And 


God ſaw every thing that he had made; And behold it was Gen.1.laſt. 


very good. 

Ic is cleer then that the evill weeds, ſfinnes and miſchiefs 
which haye overrun the world, were never created in the gar- 
denof Eden; norof the Lord's planting or watering. Though 
ic be not in the power of man to-makethat ftraight, which 
God hath made crooked : yet man made that crooked, which 
God once made ſtraight, Though man cannot bringa clean 
thing out of an unclean ; yetinto aclean world he brought un- 
cleaneſs. | | | 

The nocivous qualities of Beaſts, .ſerpents, flying creatures 
creeping things, and mortiferous plants wherewith at this day 
the ſons and daughters of Adamand Eve are vexed, and an- 
noyed, areas well the juſtreward of our particular unjuſt do- 
ings: asthe true fruit of the forbidden fruic, eaten by our firſt 
parents | 


And how can we find fault with the Brutes, and vegetables, . 
ſeeing the fault isin our ſelves? Their preſent evil nature is but 


from our veluntary fin;and for our neceſſary puniſhment. Their 
rebellion and diſobedience againſt ys, is an evidence of their 
obcdience to, apd our diſobedience againſt our Maker, - 


Well 


nay _ nee by - 
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(24) | 
Well miy a Lion, or a Bear, deſtroy and devour a Man, 
ſeeing one Man is become a Wolf to another, The worſt of 
creatures ( as wee accountthem ) have ſtill this goodneſs and 
Excellency in them ( which in us would be a piece of perfe. 
Rion ) that they willnot take part with the wicked, nor love 
them that hate the Lord» And this may be faid for them, 
which cannot ſpeak for themſelves; that as Brutes have their 
cruelty by occaſion of Man's fall: ſo they do but a& ſavage and 
brutiſh parts after our example. For, for ought that appears 
to thecontrary, beforeever a Lion ſlewaLamb; Cazn killed 
his brother Abe/. And whereas beaſts of prey go ſinglets 
their work : men go to ſhed one another's blood, by hun- 
dreds and by thouſands. | 
Thus now is the world alter'd from what God made it. 
God looked upon all his Jabours, and the works of his hands : 
And behold, all was very good. But Solomon looked upon 
all his works and labours : And behold, all was evil. Behold, 
Eceleſ.2.11. All was vavity aud vexation of ſpirit; The Lord locked down 
from heaven, to ſee if there were any among ft the children of men: 
Pl.14, but found none good among} them. 
O then let the ſons of men look down upon themſelves, and 
repent; and look up to God for mercy; before he comes 
| down upon them in judgement ; when he ſhall try the world 
j by conſuming fire. For ſurely, As God took an exaR view of 
all his own works : ſo he will take knowledge of ours. And 
thereforeas He rakes notice of all that he had made and done, 
for his own glory, and our good : fo let ustake notice of all 
that we have made and done, to God's diſhonour, and our 
own hurt, Letus judg our ſelves, that we may not be judged 
And let us pray, that we may be chaſtened ofthe Lord , that 
we may not be condemned of the world. 


The Devil's Maſterpiece. 


He Woman which thon gaveſt to be with, ſoe gave me, and ] 

Gen.2, 12,13: A * dideat; ſaid Adamthe ſerpent beguiled mee,and 1 did eat; 
ſajd Eve. The Devil deluded thewoman ; and by the woman 

ſeduced the man, All this is truth: yet no party is to be = 
Th: cuſed, 


(25) 
cuſed., The woman is juſtly blamed, and puniſhed by God , 
for harkening tothe voice ofthe ſerpent: And the man for 
harkening to the yoice of his wife. This is all they gor, by ex- 
tenuating their fault, and transferring the guilt from one to 
ano:her, | 

The man bad the Commandment immediately from God , 
the woman mediately from God, by her husband. And yec 
( as Tho. Aquinas obſerves) Mnulier plus peccavit quia gravi- 
715 punita, The woman ſinned morethan the man, becauſe 
ſhe was more puniſhed. And why ſo? Isita greater fin to 
diſobey the voice ofaman, than to reſiſt che voice of God ? 
No; but yet where God ſpeaks by a deputy, the crime is 
doubled inthe party peccant: it being a greater ſin to reſiſt 
two than one. The more bonds the ftronger : And a mani- 
fold cord cannoviightly be broken. 

This leſſon well digeſted may reach each wife, each ſervant, 
and each ſubje&t, ſo much fidelity, obedience, and Loyalty : 
that the Serpent ſhall nor ger the upper __ in the world, fo 
much as he hath done. The devil ſtill danceth the beginniog of 
the world. As he began ſo he goes on. He makes uſe of 
thoſe means to ſupplant Mankind ; which by experience he 
hath found effeRuall. And great need have men of care and 
prudence againſt ſuch an Adverſary; as isable to corrupt the 
beſt inſticucions, 

The ſacred union of Adamand Eve, made two of one, and 
2gSain one of two ; being a repreſentative of che High 
Myſtery of Chriſt's Church, taking life and Being from the 


bleſſed wounds, ofhis pierced fide: that ſacred union (I ſay) 


the old Serpent the Devil corrupted carly ; wounding Aden: 
through Eve, and ſo making his entrance ar the weakeſt part 
of the City. | 


We may ſay ofthis Grand Homicide, as the Scripture phraſe | 


ſpeaks of deadly Execution ; that Satay prerending kirdnefs, 
and ſpeaking quietly, ſmore Adam ander the fifth Rib, ſo that he 
died. He ſmote him under that rib which God took from out 
his ſide, and fermed into a meet ſecond, andpave him for his 
proper help, and collateral! ſecurity. And who could be ſo 
unbappily inftrumentallro betray the man ; as ſhe thac fo fate- 
ly came from about his heart, and had her refidencein gn 
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(25). 

ſome? O how are the mighty fallen ! thus the Phils/ins out- 
witted Samſon, by ploughing with hus heifer : And having 
made Delilah ontheir fide,they put 0#t his eyes,and brought him 
into fetters. | 

And as the Devil made choice of an apt inſtrament; ſo he 
propounds taking overtures : to make them both wiſer and 
better than God had made them. And withall he blames 
God to the woman, for not dealing ſo well with Adam and 
her, as he might have done : Therein by a manifeſt contra- 
dition giving God the lie, For God ſaid, In the day tho 


- eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely die. The Devil ſaid, Te ſhall wot 


ſurely die : For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, 
my eyes ſhall be opened , and ye ſhall be as Gods, knowing good 
ana evil. | 

The Devil knows now by long experience, that women are 
frequent and yiolent Sollicitrixces of their husbands to Covye- 
touſneſs,and Ambiuon , to ſuperiority, and contempt of their 
Betters : eſpecially when he hath once informed them, thar all 
this is for a new and better light ; and that it teads to illumina- 
tion and perfe&tion. Solomon gives good counſell, had the 
world wit to follow it ; who as he bids them not be over much 
wicked, nox fooliſh; ſo heſaith : Be nor over much righteous, 
neither make thy ſelf over-wiſe , why ſhouldeft thou deſtre thy 
ſelf ? This ſame jovermuch righteoutneſs, and overmuch wife 
dome, which men of late have pretended to, have filled the 
world with wickedneſs and fooliſhneſs, - Our epidemicall illu- 


- minations are meer ſatanical illuſions , being all fomented by 


diſcontent and pride ; carried on by rebellion and diſobedi- 
enceagainſt God, and His vicegerents, and ſupportedby vio- 
lence and wrong againſt all good Laws and perſons. 

e/Eſop tells us of a Quackſalver,that exerciſed his gifts upon a 
dim-fgheed woman, ( that ſex is preneto deal with Mounte- 
banks naturally and ſpiritually ) preteading coopen her eyes 
and better her fight. This cunning Artiſt, every time he came 
to illuminate. his Patient, did ſteal ſomething out of the houſe ; 


+ and carry away with him z ſo thatin a ſhort time, ſhe ſawcleer- 


that the thieviſh villain had rob'd her of allthe beft things ſhe 


= in the bouſe; and had ſcarce lefc her any thing co ſubſiſt 
with, 


And 


| (27) 
 Andif I be not miſtaken; the people of this Naffon whert- 
in we live, by their feminine credulity to ſerpentine perſwa- 
ſions; ( what with our dear Brethren of Scot/and northward, 
and their Confederates ſouthward ) have had theireys pretty | 
well open'd: And whereas at firſt, they thought they ſhould 
all have been made as Gods: at the laſt by wotull experience, | | 
they were brought to know good andevill. They ſaw what 
good they had parted with; and what evill they had pur- 
chaſed. 2 y | 
And ſurely they were as much beholding to thoſe, who ſee | 
duced them ; as e£/op's Woman was to her Oculif} : or as 
Adam and Eve were to the Devill: For what haveall their 
New Lights and prodigious Illuminacions brought them to ſee; 
but themſelves horribly abuſed, aſhamed, and confounded ? 
And I pray God, they may all be brought to ſee their er- 
' rours; and that hereafter they may beware of the old Decei- ll | 
yer: For (as the Hermite told his Brother ) the Devill is not | | 
yetdead. The Apoſtle feared leſt Satan ſhould a againſt the W | 
Corinthians, ſuch a part as he played in Paradiſe: And wri- { 
ting to Timothy, he give's charge to Women, that they ſhould 
nor preſume to teach or uſurp Authority over their men; but iF 
to learn in ſilence with all ſubjzeRion : remembring that Adam MM / 
was formed before Eve; and that Eve was firſt and deepeſt in | 
tranſgreſlion. 
And ſurely both man and woman have now more cauſe to. 
fear the Serpent's machinations ; who in theſe laſt dayes and 
perillous times hath ſent forch his brood creeping into houſes. 
Anditis no maryell that he leads captive filly women, which are 2 Tim.3.5. 
laden with ſins; and led away with divers luſts: ſeeing hecap. 
rivated the firſt of women, (and by her all the world) when he 
undertook her in her integrity. 
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No Murtherer goes unpuniſhed, Gen.4. 


1 Hell makes no conſcience of tormenting finners, 
''& yer the tbrmenting conſcience of ſinners makes a hell of it 
ſelf. Anevident argument that thereis a judgment to come; 
and that greater plagues remgin for _ ungodly, than any or 
wor 


(28) 


world affords thefn : Becauſe they fear ſo. 

Hence often ariſeth deſperation, upon the horrible magni- 
tude of mens fins; and the praconceit of their future punifh- 
ments. Przſumption, and deſperation, as oppoſite as they are, 
reconcile themſelyes into man's perdition. Icisa juſt judgment 
from God; that they who fearcd and trembied at noching, 
| ſhould do nothing but fear and tremble : that they who finned 
without fear or wit, ſhould have no wit in their fear, and that 
they who thought no fin too great to commit, ſhould afcerward 
ehink their ſin too great to be forgiven, Y 

Otheterrours of a bloody Conſcience : Such ſinners, every 
day they rife, may ſay to the Devill, as the Dzmoniack ſaid to 
our Saviour: Art thou come hither to torment us before the 
time? Witneſs Cain, the Ringleader of all bloody wretches, 
«nd « finall Caſtaway. S0S* fo/n faith of him; Not as Cain, 
Who wasof that Wicked one, and ſl:w his brother. And the Lord 
tells us that 5»qui/ition ſhall be made for blood: And that that 
> pms ſhall bear date even from the blood of Righteous 
Abel. | 
And now hear the firſt ighumane mortall Murderer ſpeak in 
his own Caſe. Though at firſt he thought to evade by lying, 
ſaying, he neither knew, nor cared what was become of his 
brother, yet when God had deteQted and laid open his crime, 
and given ſentence upon him, then the wretch cry*s out, that 
his caſe was intollerable : Ay puniſhment ( ſaid he) & greater 
than I can bear. . 

And what was his puniſhment? To be curſed from the earth, 
curſed in all his [abours; a fugitive and a yagabond,. And this 
| is the faireſt that a murtherer can expe&t. But there is another 
thing in his doom, which Cais apprehends,and mentions, and 
thac is worſe than all the reſt ; namely,that he was caſt out from 
the preſence of God , from thy face ſhall I be hid. And ſurely did 
fach Jefpermce wretches forethink on this: it would reſtrain 
their hands from ſhedding blood. It is more grievous than we 
can imagin, to be caft out from the preſence of God , and ro 
have his face hid from us. 

Another ching Cai» feared, was, that every man who. 
found him ſhould kill him. And why ſo? what made him 
imagachos? Ay cnillconſycnce. Us byd furics ragingin -_ 

JOU ;,, 


—_ 


| (29) : 
ſoul; and nothing but blodd and murcher in his thonghts. He 
fancies the world peopled, before it was ſo; that every man at 
firſt ſight ſhould know him for a parricide; and that no man 
could ſpare bislife, becauſe he ſpared not his onely brother. 
His conſcience told him, that hedeſeryed death. 
Againſtthe violence of others,God ſecures Cain by ſetting 
a mark upon him ; which was ( ſay the Rabbins ) by branding 
him with a ſqualid dejeRed countenance, and a perpetuall 
trembling. Whether ſo or no; ſucha markit was, as was ſi 
nificant to every beholder, for this purpoſe. Thus ſtill, though 
Cain was free from violent death; yer he is not free from yio- 
lent fear : buthath the terrours of death and hell in his Con- 
ſcience. His doom ſeem's like that of Arachne, when Pallac 
| turn'd her into an ugly Spider, for her impudence. Five qui- 
: dem, pende ramen ( laid ſhe) Live thou ſhalt, bur yer thou Oved.met, 
| ſhalt hang. So Cars lived;z but ignominiouſly and yncom- 
fortably. 
And indeed commonlyGod ſers ſuch a mark upon Murderers, 
as makes them abhorred both in their own eyes;and in the eyes 
of others. They are uſually ſo lothſome, that men ſhuntheir 
company ; as they would do a peſt-houſe. And who can blame 
men for ſodoing, ſeeing blood defileth a land, and bringetha ARs.28.3 
curſe upon the earth? The poor barbarons Iſlanders of Adel/ies, 
who had nothing to guid them, but the light of Par ts of 
dam, were perſwaded that vengeance purſued Murderers,both 
by ſea and land. os 
And now left any ſhould think God favours thoſe Murde- 
rers, who by flight x foes the hand of the Magiſtrate, and keep 
from the axe and the halter ; let them bur ſeriouſly refle&t 
upon Cain's caſe; and then they will be brought to under- 
ſtand, that the Lord can ſufficiently puniſha murderer,though 
he ſuffers him long to live upon earth ; and exempts bim from 
a bloody death. | 
That God, who afterward ſo ſolemnly ſaid, Whoſo ſhed» ,, 
deth man's blood, by mas foall bis blood be ſhed, and comman- 


en. 9.6. 


ded, thar no ſatisfaction ſhould be taken by the Magiſtrate, Num.35. 31, 


for the life of a Murderer: That God: (I fay) did let Cain 
live afcer his myrther, for the which may be given theſe two. 


reaſons 2 | Ce 
py E 2 | Firſt, 


' (30) 

Firſt, For the paucity of Mankind, Had Cats died for his. 
ft by the handofman , Adam muſt have been his Executio. 
ner. But though the Devill ſets one brother to kill another; 
yet God doth not ſet the father to kill tbe ſonne : much leſs, 
the ſonne to kill the facher, the ſervant to kill che Maſter, or 
the ſubje& to kill the King, Though ir pleaſed the Devill, 
that wicked Cais ſhould kill righteous Abe/!: yet it pleaſed not 
God, that father Adam ſhould kill wicked Cats, 

Secondly, Therefore is Chin delivered from exemplary 
death , becauſe he is marked out and deſigned for eternall 
vengearce. So farre is his ſecurity from ſafety, and his re. 
prieve from mercy; thatitis a dreadfull judgment, and a ſore 
ſeverity, Andit had been well for ſome murderers, that they 
had not eſcaped ſo well in this world, as they have done. Ie: 
had (doubtleſs) been much better for their families and po=- 
ſerity in this world ; and it might have been better with them= 
ſelves, inthe next, | 

Deliver us from blood-guiltyneſs O God, andlet the blocd' 
of thy Sonne Jeſus Chriſt appear for us iv thy ſight : And beap 
thou that, ſpeaking better things than that of Abel. 


T umnltuens Reſolutions tend not to Eaification, Gen. 17, 


V Itzeſs the ſtory of the Babc/-Buitders; who pretend-- 
| ing to be wiſer than th:ir forefathers, deviſed a way 
how to be above all miſchances: By building a City and a- 
Tower ; whoſe top ſhould reach to Heaven. 

This was a conceit above the Moon; though the workcame 
farre ſhort of ir. Oh how people pleaſe themſelyes, with a- 
ſtrong conceit of going ta Heaven a new way z which none 
ever went beforethem | A too!'s paradiſe is hisown invention, 
But the multitude go the wrong way. 

It muſt be a prodigious unlucky Building, where every one- 
is a maſter-workman ; and the deflgn ro top Godin his throne. 


He that fits in Heaven, lavghs ſuch projeRors to ſcorn , and 
bath ſuch politicians inderifion. 
Go to ( ſaid they ) let us found, and build np. Goto ( ſaid: 


The 


Egg ) let 6 go dewp ang confound. 


(31) 

The people wet@ all then of one mind, and God ſcatter*d 
them, by making them of many Languages. God then made 
the people of mary Languages, to hinder the building of Ba- 
bel : But now the Devil hath made the people of as many, or 
more opinions; to help Babel forward, 

And as they of old, miſunderſtanding on? another, brought 
brick for mortar, a hammer inſtead of a trowell, and firein 
ſtead of water : ſo men now miſtake rudeneſs for Religion 
Religion for ſuperſtition z madneſs for Chriſtian zeal ; pro- 
Phaneneſs for wit; and ruine for reformation. Prererding to 
ſink Babylonto the pit of bell, they have cryed up Babel tothe 
Heavens: by ſetting their mouths wide open againſt the 
Church of God, ſaying. Down with it,, down with it, eveu to 
the ground, 


Church- Men Charch-habits. 


"He words of the Lord to Moſes, for this putpoſe. are 


theſe; Azd thon ſhalt make holy garments for Aaron thy Exqd.28,20 


brother for glory and for Beauty. 

Moſes as Prince, byGod's appoinrment,was to put Aaron and 
bis ſons, and che Levires into their diſtin&t Canonicall habits 
according to the reſpeRive dignity of their Perſons, and places, 
Which ornaments and Veſtments chey were enjoyred, upon 
pain of Death, to have upon them, when they came inunto 
the Tabernacle of the Congregation, or miniltred inthe holy 
place: As appear'sin thelaſt verſe of that Chapter. ; 

I know not how it came to paſs; but ſo it was; that a 
Prieſtly Habit in Divine Worſhip and Sacred Adminiſtrations 
hath been.had in as much Diſgrace amongſ} Chriſti ans : as 
ever it was had in Reverence amongſt the Fews, God madeit 
as much as their lives were worth. for the Prieſtsin the Law to 
miniſter without their peculiar Habit : And Mcn made it as 
much as their lives were worch, for the Prieſts to miniſter is 
their Ecclefiaſticall Habics, in che time of the Goſpell. | 

Yea, there have b-en ſome, who pretendedcharthe Cleri- 
call Veſtments debilicated the Paſtours parts,fruſtrared che gra- 
ces of he Spixit, and hazaxded the ſgules of chg flock. And 


whereas 


—_—_ — —_——_—— Ee 


Gen. 37.34- 


(32) 
whereas God enjoyned his Prieſts of old, to hive robes for 
Glory and for Beauty : they would not allow his houſhold- 
ſervants, the uſe of thoſe garments, which God's vicegerents 
had enjoyned them, for uniformity and for deceney. 

They put ſcorn, contempt, and opprobious terms both up. 
on the things and Perſons, according to the fooliſh inven. 
tion oi their giddy brains. An Epiſcocall Habit was ( they 
ſaid ) the Livery of Antichriſt ; and the Surplice the Smock of 
ot the whore of Babylov, 

Surely theſe people had forgotten that God was the inſtiru- 
ter of the firſt Mitre, and the Linnen Ephod.. They confider- 
ed not, how in reſpe& of their uſe, ( though pot for their fr 
Prin. iples whereof they are made) even garments appropriate 
unto Perſons in Holy Orders, are called Holy, and that by 
Ged's example. 

Itis too groſs, toocarnall, and too rude for men and wo- 
men, who pretend to more than an ordinary illumination, to 
pick a hole in the Prieſt's Coat, about the externall form and 
figure; to think that a Hood makesa Monk, or a Mitre an Ane 
tichriſt,or thar the Myſticall Whore of Babylos is circumſcribed 
within a materiall ſmall Linnen Ephod. | 

I would not havethe female Scx; ſuchas are called Holy Si. 
ſters, of all things quarre!l with clean Linnen, leſt they bring 
themſelves, within the compaſs of the Cotholick' Inquiſition, 
for ſluttery. Het them hate the garments ſpotted with the 
fleſh. As for Surplices, ( howſcever they have been contri- 
ved, and uſed by them ſince their dear ſacreligious brethren 
ſtole them from the Church, and brought them to their hands) 
they were neyer formerly che Smoek of a Whore. Ir js poſli- 
ble, ſince they converted them to their own uſe, they may 
properly ſo be called, For Thieves and Harlots go handin 
hand together in the World , as Publcans and Sinners go in 
the Goſpell. 

It is a pitifull thing, (1 mean quarrel!) when people fall 
out with their Miniſters, as the ſons of Jacob did with their 
brother Joſeph, who hated him for the ſingular love their fa- 
ther bare him; and for the peculiar Coat he put upon him : 
And therefore could not ſpeak peaceably unto him. This is a 
ſtraig beyond chg malice gnd ſpite of Presbiterian Corb, or In* 
dependent 


(33) 
dependent Dathan and Abiram : though tending to0thelike ef» 
fe; through-the garments to weurd the funCtion; and to-- 
gether with Aarox's Mitre ; to throw down Moſes Scepter, 

Good Saints ſurely they are, that deal with the Prielis ofthe 
Lord, as the Thieves dealt with the Traveller between Fernſa- 
temand fericho: who fripped bim of his raiment, and wounded 
him, and left him half dead. And if the injury done to the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, and their contempt and ſcorn be done to Chriſt 
hinſelf, (as all who have the taith of Chriſt muſt believe ) 
thin, as ihe Church once in the Perſon of Chrift ſpake concer- 
nirgthoſe barbarous ſouldiers; ſo Chriſt againin the perſon 
of bis Church, may ſay of ſou!djers as bad : They parted my 
garments among ft them ,, and for} eſt ure they caſt lots. 

And God deltver us trom unreaſonable men, in whoſe eyes 
our very Coats (though honuurable) make us criminall. 
Ic is a fad time, when violence is preferred before ſcience 
when paſſion overrules reaſon; and the ſword ſtrikes againſt 
the Gown. Even common reaſon, and generall civil pra- 
iſe will afford diſtin& profeſſions their reſpeRive diffe- 
rentiall Habics, And ſhall not the Church have leave to 
rule her children in their garbs, and ſervices? Did Chriſt 


Lu.10.30. 


Lu 10.15, 
AR.9.5- 


promiſe ro ſend his Huly Spirit upon bus Church, and to lead Jo.14-25.. 


Her into all weceſſary truth and knowledge ? And hath he not 
allowed her ſo much diſcretion as to clad her children? To 
appoint her inward Attendants their Habits andLiveries, both 
for working dayes ard Holy dayes? 

Weſee, when ary fau't iseſpyed in a Miriſter, he is pre- 
ſently checked by his Coat: that a Man in his Coat ſhould do 
ſo. Andindeed God Almighty did upbraid Z1ifor his indul- 
Sence tO his ſons in their fins; by the Linnen Ephod. It then 
the fin of the Prieſt be aggravated by bis Prieſtly garments, 
then the garment ſerves to put the Prieſt in mind , that he 
ought to be clothed with righteouſneſs. Again, ifthe fin of 
the Prieft is the greater for his Coac ; then cheir fin muſt be 
the greater alſo, whe do wrong to him, rhat wear's that holy 
garment, Andſo muchis to be gathered from the black deed 
of Derg the Edomite ; which is heightened by this circum- 
ſtance, that he ſlew fourſcore and five perſons, that did wear 4 
Linnen Ephed, vi 
Bet: e 


I.Sam. 2.28: 


1 Sam-22.18; 


Mark.9.3. 
Jo. 20.12. 
Revel.1.13. 


Rev. 19.8. 


Euſeb.l.3.cap. 
28, 


(34) : 


The white and outward garment (1 hope I may ſay with- 
out offence) is Angelicall; itis cceleſtiall. So Chriſt apptar. 
ed at his transfiguration, So the Angels appeared at Chriſt's 
reſurreQtion: And Chriſt appeared unto $Foh»in a Prieſtly 
habit, Sceing God and Angels honour this Prieſtly habit ; 
how can wretched man deſpite it? Secing they are pleaſed to 
appear thus to men; why ſhould the Miniſters of God dif- 
dainto appear in like habit, in the preſence of God, and in 
the face of his Congregation ? The Miniſters of God in a qua- 


| lifted ſenceare Arg:1s, that is, the Meſſengers of the Lord. 


And wee ail hope to be as Angels of God in heaven, Why then 
ſhou'd we be afraid to be like them, in this alſo, here upon 
earth ? Clean Linnen is in a myllicall ſenſe rhe righteouſneſs of 
the Saints : then let no man wickedly ſainit, neither let any 
man maliciouſly ſtrain it, to make it Otherwiſe. 

Andif any would know how to reconcile black and white in 
the miniſteriall habit, letthem cakeir thus. The black be- 
comes us as Mourners, whoſe Lord and Maſteris for a while 
#one from us; and as more than ordinary Mourners : 
who beſides our own fins and miſferies, have the ſins and 
mjſerics of the World to lament, ard bewzil. The black 
Fhew*'s what our preſent condition hereis in ye, indeed, and 
at hand : The whice ſhew's what we are in /pe, in hope, and 
what we ſhall be hereafter. In this World we muſt have our 
black and white, and moſt commonly Þlack : untill we ſhall 
beclorhed upon, wich immortality. In the mean time, oxr 
tribulatiou work:thpaticnce, ear patience hope, onr hope perſeve= 
rance, ard that will bring the Crown, Contraria jnxta ſe pe- 
fita magis eluceſunnt, Thus black and white are rcconciled. 
Thus contra'y things do ſet off and beantifie one another, + 
T hs all things work tegether for good to them that fear God. 

It hach been the the conſtant practiſe of the Church of God, 
in all ages, to haye peculiar habics; wherein to officiare in 
holy things : Andit hath ever been accounted ſcan4:lous, for 
Perſons 1n holy ordzrs, to tranſgreſs thi« praftiſe, S* Fohn did 
wear the Prieſtly Habit called 7*]«a01, as Policrates Biſhop of 
Eph-ſmin his Epiſtle to Vitor Biſhop of Rome doth witneſs, 
And Enuftathis Biſhop of Sebaſtia in Armenia was condemned 
ang depoſed by the Councell at Gargra,' for caſting off his 
proper 


035) 
proper habit, and putting himſelf into the garb of the Philoſo- 


phers ; for putting his followers likewiſe into a new habit , Socr. ſcho.l:h, 
for countenancing and encouraging .Conventicles; and for 2:54P-33+ 


taking ſervants from the command of theirMaftrs under che 
colour of Religion: Asalſo for crofling theChurch inobſerva» 
tion oftimes ; aboliſhing the faſts of the Church, and preſcri- 
bing to his followers to faſt on Sundays. 

By whichie appears, the unlucky man was unlike his Name; 
for thatcarried conſtancy and ſtability in it: But he had no- 
thing leſs in himſelf, Anditwould be noted, that when Meg 
begin to waver, and vaty from the Church, but in ſome out= 
ward things; they do not ſtay there : byt fall into pecnicioug 
Principles and practiſes, 

God grant there may not now be found in theChurch of God 
Biſhops of Exftathizs his temper ; tothe Countenancing of Se- 
paratiſts, to the diſquiet of the Church, and to the hinde- 
rance of piety and of Chriftian amity. For, as P/ato told his 
young man, though it be no great fault to play, yetitis g 
great fault much to uſe it: So, A cuſtome in diſagreement, 
though but.in ſmall matters; will in tbg- egd prove no ſmall 
matcer, 


LY P——_— 
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Gehbazi's Leproſie worſe thav Naamans, 2 Kings 5. £* 


N Aamas the famous Generall of the King of Syria's Army, 
had an inbred Enemy, which he could neither fl:e, nor 
chaſe : and that was his Leprofie, For which he is adviſed by his 
captive Maid to repair tothe Prophet E/z/>a. He is forthwith 
ſent with the Letters Commendatory (or rather Mandatory ) 
of the King of Syria, to the King of 1/raz/. And he comes as 
chough he had come to Court, to trade; with ſome} Maſe- 
factors near the King; ſome Merchants of the Church and 
State; to buy places, For he brings ten Talents of Silver, teg 
thouſand Pieces of Gold, and ten cm_ of Rayment, 
Were henow alive; and inthat condition, and equipage ; 
I could direR him tothoſe ; who ( though they could noteaſe 
him of his trouble ) wonld ſoon lighten him of his carriage- 
Toy digwih Miroviet nor power vunſe, yori ARRFe pin non 
; G(9484 4 


(36) 
Gehaz;*sate plentifull, though £1;/ba'cate Icafce, 

No man could blame Naamar for valuing hislife, and. the 
g00d of his poſterity. The Devil knew, Skin for 5kin, and 
all that a mas hath Will he give for hu life. The Prophet 
bids him waſhin 7ordav. Baptiſme cleanſeth the Leproſiz of 
fin. The Syrian at the motion, hath two Diſeaſes for one. 
Before, he wasa Leper : now both a Leper and a mad Man, 
He came not thither to fetch fire; and he thinks he need noe 
come ſo farre for water. 

Abanah and Phayphar, in his judgement are better than all 
the watersin 7ſ-ac/. But the fick Patient muſt obſerve, not 
preſcribe to himſelf : and the hearer muſt not be his own 


| 


teacher. Thatis beſt for our ſpirituall Diſeaſes, which God | 


preſcribeth to us by his lawfull Doors. 
It ſometimes happens that the ſervants are wiſer than their 


Maſters, ſo was it now with Naamwas. Theytold him, it was | 


but to waſh; and that he would have done a great thing 
to be healed, had it been enjoyned him : and why then will he 
not do a ſmall > The Jews were enjoyned to cut their childrens 
skin, and let out part of their blood, in circumciſion, and 
they punRually. obſeryed it: But among us; many deſpiſe to 
brinp their children to the ſacred fountain z they will not ſub- 
mit to waſh and be clean. 

But Naaman better conſidering, goes to ordarv, and 
waſheth , and is made as cleer as a Child. And behold a 
Change'as well of his conditions as of his complexion. He 


thinks now, he cannot expreſs too much gratitude to the Pro. - 


phet., Hereturnes with all his retinue. He profeſſeth himſelf 
: a ſervant to the Prophet, and to the God of the Prophet. He 
yon glory to the Lord; and thanks to the Prophet. He of- 

ersa rich preſent, and urges it upon the Prophet ; but heres 
fuſedir as heartily : As the Lord liverb (faichbe) 7 will re- 
cerve none. 


El;/ſea was a pious anda cordial! man, Itisa good thing to 


hear men ſpeak ſoundly and earneſtly; And a better to ſee 
them doe as they ſpeak. 

He was not like the late race of falſe Prophets, whom 
Tome called Tryers: (perhaps for that they were the Touch- 
+ | Nowts ofGol( ayd Silver ) who being mych intreated, veri- 


© ly,. 


> ST 
ly, and truly, and really, and I profeſs, had an bundred 
feigned words, fair pretences, and zealons ſcruples in pub= 
lick, but would readily take, and ſwallow as many pieces in 
private. 

Naamas having taken his leave of Z/:fa, wasgonin peace; 
when Gehazs Eliſha's man is mad at his Maſter, and thinks his 
Maſter-mad for refuſing the rich preſent, Aſy Maſter bath 

ared thu Naaman the Syrian, (ſaid he tothe Devil and him. 
{elf ) but as the Lord liveth, 1 will run after him and take ſome- 
what of him. Thus many times the Apothecaries bill is dearer 
than the DoRor. h 

But what had Gehazs done, to deſerve of Naaman? No» 
thing. And therefore he frames alie in his Mafters name on 
the behalf of two young ſons of the Prophets. The Honoura- 
ble Elias bave too many ſuch curſed ſervants; and the poor 
ſons of the Prophets have too many ſuch Back friends, as Ge- 
hazi: who pretend the good of the Church, but rend and 
ſcrape all to themſelves. And this makes their Maſters ſo ge- 
nerally odious ; and the ſons of the Prophets ſo need y and 
beggerly. 

The noble Syrian glad of any opportunity to gratify Elia, 
gives the villain Gehazi more than he defired; two! Talents of 
Silver ; and two changes of rayment x and two men ( he was 
' noleſs worthy ) to bear the burthen of his iniquity for him 
till he cameat home. And now he wipes his mouth after his 
lie, and makes ic tir for another, and comes and ſtands before 


his Maſter,like a Saint of the laſtedition : Thy ſervant went no. 


whither. 

But the Prophet, who had a bleſiing for an honeſt ſtran- 
Scr; had a curſe fora ſeryant that rook bribes. Gehaz3 with 
his two Talents of Silver, and two changes of rayment, hath 
purchaſed Naaman's Leprolie; and made it ſure to himſelf, 
and to his heirs for ever. Not allthe water of ordan cou! 
waſh away Gehazi's Diſeaſe: nor can all the water of che Sea 
waſh away bribery, and the guilt of extortion. 

That individuall (97578 dead ;but he lives ſtill in an xquivo- 
call generation of Harpies: the Palms of whoſe hands are lined 
with pitch, andevery finger is an aduncous tenter-hook, As 
Gebazi dig ; ſo do they ;maky yſe ofGod*s Name; byt gake mo+ 
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(38) 
ney in the Devil's. Gehazs would ndt ſpare Naamas: and 
they will ſpare no man. Whoſoeyer comes within their reach, 
Asthe Lord lives,they will take ſomething of him, Oh for one 
of Demitian's fly-flaps, to kill the Maggor-fliesof State, which 
Trajan ſpake of ! A Veſpaſian-{queeſe would do well with ſuch 
hollow ſpunges. : 

Bribery and oppreſſion is a deadly Leproſie, overſpreading 
Kingdoms and it cleaves to ſome great Officers, and to their 
ſeed forever. Evagrins reports that auſtin the Emperour 
depoſed 1naſtaſins, the godly Biſhop oi Antioch, becauſe he 
refuſed his fimoniacall propoſitions ; and that Zxſti»44 ſoon 
after falling into a frenzy, his fellow Emperour Tiberius took 
the whole Government: to whom 7ftinw ſaid, (pointing 
with his finger to his corrupt Officers ) Newer be ruled by theſe 
men ; for they have brought me into this miſery. Ard Tibe- 
ris took his Councell; beirg a man well inclined, He pub- 
likely declared, that he looked upon that gold, which is gotten 
by the tears of the Commonalty , as upon Counterfeit Coin. 
By which account of his, They who exa&tand take bribes, are 
worthy to ſuffer as Traytours to the King. 

God ſend great Perſons a double Portion of the ſpirit of Z/;- 
Fra; And as for thoſe who are of Gehazsi's baſe mind;may they 
never have ſilver nor changes of rayment, untill they be clean- 
ſed from their dearly beloved Leprofie. 


No new thing under the $un,Eccl.1.9, 


Q2 ſaith Selomon ;_Ard he wasa wiſe man: A great Philoſo- 
pher; and a great Divine. And well hath he ſaid , Ns 
new thing under the Sun, becauſe things ſubje& to mutation,are 
every minute growing old : untill atlaft they be no more.. The 
ſtate of Glory and bleſt Eternity is above the brightneſs of the 


Sun: and the ſtarry Heavens come farre ſhort of it. They wax 


old as doth a garment : And they ſtall paſs away. 
There is indeed a day of renovation cogpipg ; when He,who 
pf old made out of nothing, all new hi the world ; ſhall 
out of a rvin*d old world worſe than nothing ; make all things - 
new. Bytthis will be g work above thy Sug: And this will þe = 
at 
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But untill then, there is no new thing under the Sun; ao not 
the Moon it ſelf ; ( a pure picture of this mutable world) of 
whoſe increaſe though we have every year new ones a full do- 
zen; yet all is but the old one, over and over. Things here 
below ſeem new to many,and are ſo miſcalled ; whichinthems 
ſelves are old, and known ſo to ſounder judgments. 

Nothing pleaſes fools and children, but the name and 
thought of Novelties. The Devill and the world cry up their 
deluding traſh for new ; as people do their Herrings : whenas 
they ſtink for age, and want of goodneſs. Cuſtome is a great 
matter. Newmarket-heath untill the worlds end is like to be 
ſo called. Thus cunnirg Brokers and crafty Botchers, putan 
old trick uponan old Cloak ; they give ita ſudden turn, and a 
new facing : and then it ſerves to cheatthe Country. , 

Thus old cry'd down hzrefies are become new cry'd up 
lights:and the Common-Councel men of theDevil,(whatſoever 
they plot in Conventicles) pretend to bave all by ſpeciall ree 
velation. Thus the iſſue of Traitours conſpiracies, are holden 
for Miracles ; and Providence is blaſphemed by ſucceſsfull 
wickedneſs; the Generality not diſcerning how Gold paſſeth 
through an armed Guard ; and takes the City without oppo- 
ſizion. Theſe Angels of men haveſlain more Chriſtians, than 
the Angell of God flew Infidels; when he killed an hundred 
fourſcore and five thouſand in the camp of the Aſſyrian. 

It is no new thing, for men to violate their faith; to betray 
their truſt, to ſell their Countrey into the hands of their Ene. 
mies; to preferre private ill gotten goods, before publick 
Sood, and true glory; and yet to pretend piety : All this is 
no new thing. Divers hundreds of years ſince, the Chriſtian 
Governour of the Caſtle of 4Abydw@, was himſelf and Caſtle be. 
trayed into the hands of the Turks, by his own Daughter. 
And an hundred and forty years before that, long before the 
firſt Ortoman King, Aleppo, the ſtrongeſt City of the Chri.. 
ſtiansin thoſe parts, was betrayed to the Turk, by the Gover- - 
nour, And (oh miſerable) the Patriarch of Aztioch, for 
gold ſold into thoſe Barbarian's hands, that Caſtle; and by 
conſequence that City. 

To hear of Kings deſerted, betrayed,and murder'd, (a thing 
moſt horrible, execrable, and damnable) is no new bing. 
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And ſo might theſe. They ſaid 7-44 did well in betraying 
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Ask Scotland, and let that Nation repeat their ownChro- 
nicles. And (notto bepartiall) our Engliſh ſecond Edwgrd, 
and Richard, Henry the (ixth, and two Sons of Edward the 
fourth; and ions betore theſe, Prince Arthar will tell us a ſad 
ſtory. The unlucky products of the ſeverall Battels of the B4- 
rons, with the croſs ſwearings of ſucceſlive Parliaments, may 
ſufficienrly'tellus; that to ſwear and forſwear, and to play at 
faſtand looſ: with the Crown, is no new thing under the Sun. 

I am ih cviv0k lower, upon that which is and wiil be the 
laſtirig ſhame of the Nation : although I can hardly overlook 
ir, or lookuponirt with dry eyes. I ſhall onely ſay this of it ac 
preſent; that though it differs from former Regicides in the 
open perpetration: yet it bears reference to one precedent, 
eye:itothart of the King of Kings, who was forſaken, berrayed, 
and deliv-red up to death by his own people. And he is ſaid 
truly, and yircually, to be ſlain from the foundation of the 
World. 

It is no new thing, for ignorant and impudent perſens to 
pretend revelations, and Enthuſiaſmes ; to Geſpiſe inſtruRion, 
and uſurp to themſelves all myſterious knowledge. This is buc 
the Gnoſtic: and Carpocratiſts brought again upon the ſtage ; 
with their phanatick dreams and inchanted love-drinks. And 
thoſe alſo were bur a few loulie ſhreds taken from Afenander 
and Simon Magus. 

Oh, but to hear and ſee men a& their Roguery in manner. 
and form z publiſhing it weekiy to the people for their ſatisfax 
Rion; to prevent (torſooth ) miſinformation, telling them 
how many honeſt men they murder'd in ſuch a battel!; what 
Noble perſon they beheaded in ſuch a place and day ; how they 
rob'd Churches; liow they ſpoiled the widows and Orphans; 
how they killed and took poſſ-ſlion; how they took God's 
Name in vain, rejoyced, and gave thanks, and praiſed the 
Lord, as the Authour of all this Miſchief: Are not all theſe 
new things? No. There was a ſ{e& of damnable hzreticks, 
calling themſelves Caynites, from curſed Cain who ſlew his 
brother : who fully paral-!| theſe praiſes. They honoured 
Cain, the Sodomites, Corah, D.ithan, and Aliram, and alſo 
Fudas. They called Cais their Father, and ?udas their Couſin: 
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Chriſt becauſe he ſaw it- was good for the: people; And we 
know who went upon the ſame principles, crying out, Populs 
Salas ſupremalex. The peoples lefety is theHigbeſt Law, _ 

And what necd we wade farre inthis ſtream ? The height 
and rigour of Anabaptiſme, is but Confuſion and Levelling ; 
and Levellers are bur the old Kzreticks of Pifid5a, calling 
themſelves Apoſtolici, Apoſiolicall men :; who hated to ſee men 
have proper poſſeſſions. Falſe Chrifts and falſe Apoſiles are 
no new thing, Afaneshad his whole dozen of Diſciples, his 
profeſſion being like his name,a very madneſs, His end 
was according to his worke, For baving. firſtpoy{on'd men's 
minds, next- he turn'd Phyſician, (as many ſuch fince have 
done) and poiſon'd their bodies. But killing the King's ſon 
of Peyſiaz he was apprehended and flayed alive: And bis skin 
( which before had nothing good in it) was ſtuff'd full with 
chaffe; and harg'd at the Gates ofthe City. | 

Impoſtorsare no new thing. Thexdas the, forcere lib 
made himſelf a ſecond Afoſes, he led the people into rebellion, 
making them believe that 7ordan, ſhould be dricd up before 
him. Byt he cauſed his followers to be ſlain and ruind, and 
himſclf ro be executed, by Fadaus Lieutenant of 7xdea. And 
' the blazing Comet Barchochebas, who ſaid he was a Star from 
Heayen, led the Jews into rebelfion;. ſo that there-periſhed 
fifty thouſand Perſons. And this Rebellion was the finall 
overthrow ofthe 7ews at 7eruſalem. 

Andasitisno new thing to have falſe Prophets, and ſedu- 
cers; by means of whom Kingdomes have been ſpoiled, and 
the way of Truth evill ſpokenoff : So for theſe falſe Apoſtles to 
lead filly Women captive, in and unto their luſt; this is no 
new thing neither. $im0» Magus the father of Hereticks had 
for his holy ſiſter, Helew a Witch anda Harlot whom he called, 
the principall underſtanding, There was Incubus and Swccn- 
bus;ewoDerils incarnate. Aontanus,who called himſelf the holy 
Ghoſt,had two ſuch ſhe Angels; Priſcilla and Maximilla : And 
ſodearly did they love;that He and Madam Aaximilla both 
hanged themſelves. How ſweetly did theſe Saints agree both 
in manner of life, and in manner of Death. 

And what think ye of Fack, of Leyden? Surely he had abun- 
dance of the Spirit of Errour ; who had |as many Wives as a 
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Turk. Theſe bz the Fruits of affe&ed madneſs, and of Fo 
peraolling reveiations ; which ſerve for nothing, but to leads. 
Men into deſtrution and perdition both of body and ſoule. 

 Laftly,For Men to be plainly and honeſtly ſhowen their cr- 
roursand dangers, and yet to deſpiſe their Admoriſhers, for 

Men to be hated for their good will, for the virtuous and pains 
full to be lightly regarded, and the vicious and lazy te bere- 
ſpeed , for merits and g50d ſervice to be ſtarved in the 

oor; for grand offences and high Crimes-to be pardoned and 

Ipniſicdin the rich, for thoſe who ſeck God's glory and the 
Churche's proſperity to be {lighted , for ſuch as ſeek their own 
glory,profic, and pleaſure, to be cryed up and magnitied ; for 
flattering paraſites and diſſembling wretchesto be heard atten= 


_ tively; and for honeſt hearted men neither to be patiently 


heard, nor at all believed: Allthis is no new thing yager the 
Syn. | : 

** Phis is but the lot ofthe Prophets. The Oxen labour, and 
the Aﬀes feed, and the Sabeans make no diſtinQion; unleſsir 
be this; that the Aſſes ſhall live, when. the Oxen have 
their throats cur for their labours, Zedckiah lies, flatters, and 


Mo cxing1aft ch. difſembles; and he pleaſerh : poor 2icaiah ſpeaks truth, and 


/ is ſmitten on the face for it, put into Priſon, and macerated, 
with the bread and water of afflition., This was 1ſaiah's and 
Zeremiah's Caſe; this was the Apoſtles : and this was their and 
our Maſter's, Thus are we ſet as a marke. Men will nox he. 
lieve our report. So itis (the morepitty ) that the ſeamleſs 
Coat of Chriſt, once ſpared *by Infidels, is now torne by 
Chriſtians, Hxreſies and Schiſms abound,and therewith hatred 

and malice 5 1ruth is almoſt loſt with. rife , Piery vaniſhed ; 

and Charity baniſhed : Whileſt Caſander's Labours have 

Caſſanara's doome. 


